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Slng For Joy
A Teacher’s Guide

for Elementary Classrooms

Be You

0 Singfor o
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@ Belonging

+ What helps people feel
like they belong?

+ How ca we hlp someone
Seel welcome?

 Have you ver helped a
newstudentor fiend
foelinclded?

5 :
& Draw Your Community
Ask students to draw a group

where they fee they belong.
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Afterward,invitestudens o share
“What makes this group ?

special to me?”

& Witing Activity
If 1 Joined the Chorale...

Completethee sntences:

If 1 joined the chorale

Tweld

Tweuld hope.

Twould fc.

Twould bring

ABOUT THE BOOK

Sing For Joy i a story
about music, friendship,
and community.

i Maya wonders how
B chorale can be ten
RIVER CITY ' S
CHORALE she discovers that
ﬂ;t_l a chorale is more
than a group of singers.
Itis a place where
people show up, support
one another, and create
something beautiful
together.
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1( ﬂ for clementary
classrooms and can be

THEMES

Q Belonging
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Q Curiosity
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b Celebrating
Differences

Joy

(S0) BEFOREREADING  J37 DURING READING

Ask students:
1. Have you evr joined a
group for the firt time?

2. What makes people fe!
welcome?

3. What kinds of groups
are you part of?
4. Can music bing people

Pause occasionally and ask:

+ Why does Maya ask 50
many questions?

+ Why does the condictor
answer questions ith
questions?

+ Why do people keep
returning every Monday?

adapted for grades K-5.

together? Why?
5. What do you think

a chorale'is?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

° ;
n Community
+ The conductor says that
a chorale is a promise

* What promises make
aclassroom stronger?

+ What promises help faniles
and communities 5mw7

im

* What does “Sing For Joy" mean?
+ Can peape:

~ Dance forjoy?
~ Read for joy?

= Draw for joy?
= Help others for joy?

ACTIVITIES

Welcome Poster
I e nw st rifes Evmorrom
Create a pster that says:
“If you show up and want to
wel mae a place for you”
Students may choose
L Sing  Dues - Reod
Lty | WELL MAKE
Display the postrs A PLace
e | Fo You,
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around the classroom. |

AND WANTT0
SING,

Draw +

Writing Activity

Ten Years From Now
Imagine your lassroom ten years
in the future
Whatwil people remember?
What taditions will they talk about?
Wha friendsipswill ll mater?
Draw o writabout your ideas,

We hope it inspires you
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J3 Classroom Chorus

Invite each student to choase  sound:

* Clap + Snap * Hum  Tap a pencil

« Stomp sotly + Whisper “la”

One by one, add the sounds together
Ask: Did e sound make the music?
O did everyone together

create something new? |
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oae Art Activity
Draw Harold the Cat.

What kind of singer is Harold?

Would he sing:

+ Soprano?

* Alto?

* Tenor?

* Bass?

Or would e st sep
through reharsl?

to ask questions, make music,

and help others feel that
they belong.

+ What makes Harold the cat
such a funny character?

+ What does the conductor
mean when he says
a charale is  promise?

One Last Thought

The story asks:
How can singing
be ten years old?

Maybe the answer is this:

Music lasts.
Friendships last.
Communities last.
And oy grows when
it is shared.

& Musical Feelings

Play short examples of:
+ Calm music + Happy music
+ Bciting music » Quiet music
Ask: How did this music make you feel?
Did differen people have
diferent answers?
Why might msic offct
peopl i different ways?

A& Family Connection
Ask students:

What traditons doss your family have?
Doyou

+ Sing togther?

* Cook togther?

+ Celebrate holidays?

* Read stories?

+ Cheer at games?

Communites g henprple

keep showing up for ane ancther
Fanilies do tha to.





